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Weeks Population

Dr. John Weeks' official demographic blog - just the latest post!

This blog is intended to go along with Population: An Introduction to Concepts and Issues, by John R. Weeks, published by Cengage Learning. The latest
edition is the 12th (it came out in 2015), but this blog is meant to complement any edition of the book by showing the way in which demographic issues are

regularly in the news.

Ifyou are a user of my textbook and would like to suggest a blog post idea, please email me at: john.weeks@sdsu.edu
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Monday, February 22, 2016

Another Explanation for the Rise in White
Death Rates in the US

Princeton economic demographers Anne Case and Angus Deaton opened
up a national discussion recently with their findings that death rates have
been mysteriously increasing among whites, especially those with less
education. One explanation has been a rise in the use of prescription
opioids in this population, as I noted last month. Now another possible
explanation has arisen from Andrew Cherlin at Johns Hopkins University,
a world-renown sociologist and a Past President of the Population
Association of America. He put his ideas out there today in a NYTimes op-
ed.

Yet I'd like to propose a different answer: what social
scientists call reference group theory. The term “reference
group” was pioneered by the social psychologist Herbert H.
Hyman in 1942, and the theory was developed by the
Columbia sociologist Robert K. Merton in the 1950s. It tells
us that to comprehend how people think and behave, it’s
important to understand the standards to which they
compare themselves.

How is your life going? For most of us, the answer to that
question means comparing our lives to the lives our parents
were able to lead. As children and adolescents, we closely
observed our parents. They were our first reference group.

And here is one solution to the death-rate conundrum: It’s
likely that many non-college-educated whites are comparing
themselves to a generation that had more opportunities than
they have, whereas many blacks and Hispanics are comparing
themselves to a generation that had fewer opportunities.

Reference group theory explains why people who have more
may feel that they have less. What matters is to whom you are
comparing yourself. It’s not that white workers are doing
worse than African-Americans or Hispanics.

He goes on to discuss his own research that led him to these conclusions.
The value of Cherlin's discussion is that it provides a good theoretical
perspective for what, at first, seemed like an otherwise hard to understand
phenomenon. To be sure, others had notions that were on the same track,
as I previously noted. But they were looking at the proximate causes--such
as depression and the use of pain medications. Cherlin's explanation is
more systematic and thus potentially testable, increasing the chance of
figuring out possible interventions.

Posted by John Weeks at 4:17 PM
G+1 | Recommend this on Google

Topics: family and household transition, health and mortality transition

Topics by Chapter

Age Transition (187)

Coping with demographic
change (309)

demographic data (168)

demographic perspectives
(59)

family and household
transition (254)

fertility transition (232)
Global Population Trends
(334)

health and mortality
transition (297)

Introduction to
Demography (341)

migration transition (379)

Population and
Sustainability (68)

population and the
environment (288)

Urban Transition (87)
What Lies Ahead? (74)

Blog Archive

¥ 2016 (69)

» April (3)
» March (20)
¥ February (22)

South Sudan Seems to
be Sinking Fast

Japan's Population
Really Is Declining

Demography and Oil in
Saudi Arabia and
Venezuela

"And Then All Hell
Broke Loose":
Understanding the...

Another Explanation for
the Rise in White
Death Ra...

India's Family Planning
Is About to Get Much
Neede...

It Takes Guts to be a
Polio Vaccinator in
Pakistan...

Pope is OK with
Artificial
Contraception to
Avoid ...

Can China Feed Itself?
Revisited Yet Again


http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/
http://www.cengage.com/search/productOverview.do?Ntt=weeks+population|195953967231617472433331823199422677&N=16&Ntk=APG%7CP_EPI&Ntx=mode+matchallpartial
mailto:john.weeks@sdsu.edu
https://www.blogger.com/profile/04069566137451684355
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/02/another-explanation-for-rise-in-white.html
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/search/label/family%20and%20household%20transition
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/search/label/health%20and%20mortality%20transition
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2015/11/trying-to-explain-rise-in-death-rates.html
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/01/early-deaths-in-us-young-whites-are.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/22/opinion/why-are-white-death-rates-rising.html?emc=edit_th_20160222&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=47932772&_r=0
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/01/early-deaths-in-us-young-whites-are.html
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=2532313388110978122&postID=346539826587056474&target=email
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=2532313388110978122&postID=346539826587056474&target=blog
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=2532313388110978122&postID=346539826587056474&target=twitter
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=2532313388110978122&postID=346539826587056474&target=facebook
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=2532313388110978122&postID=346539826587056474&target=pinterest
https://www.blogger.com/profile/04069566137451684355
https://www.blogger.com/profile/04069566137451684355
https://www.blogger.com/profile/04069566137451684355
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/weekspopulation/id491729979
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/search/label/Age%20Transition
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/search/label/Coping%20with%20demographic%20change
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/search/label/demographic%20data
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/search/label/demographic%20perspectives
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/search/label/family%20and%20household%20transition
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/search/label/fertility%20transition
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/search/label/Global%20Population%20Trends
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/search/label/health%20and%20mortality%20transition
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/search/label/Introduction%20to%20Demography
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/search/label/migration%20transition
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/search/label/Population%20and%20Sustainability
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/search/label/population%20and%20the%20environment
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/search/label/Urban%20Transition
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/search/label/What%20Lies%20Ahead%3F
javascript:void(0)
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2016-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&updated-max=2017-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016_04_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016_03_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016_02_01_archive.html
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/02/south-sudan-seems-to-be-sinking-fast.html
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/02/japans-population-really-is-declining.html
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/02/demography-and-oil-in-saudi-arabia-and.html
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/02/and-then-all-hell-broke-loose.html
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/02/another-explanation-for-rise-in-white.html
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/02/indias-family-planning-is-about-to-get.html
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/02/it-takes-guts-to-be-polio-vaccinator-in.html
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/02/pope-is-ok-with-artificial.html
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/02/can-china-feed-itself-revisited-yet.html
https://www.blogger.com/
https://www.blogger.com/next-blog?navBar=true&blogID=2532313388110978122
https://www.blogger.com/home#create
https://www.blogger.com/

No comments:

Post a Comment

Enter your comment...

Commentas: Google Account %

Links to this post

Create a Link

Newer Post Home

Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom)

Simple template. Powered by Blogger.

The Water Situation
May Be Even Worse
Than We Thou...

Is Monsanto Really
Responsible for the
Zika Virus ...

Valentine's Day
Demographics--
Matching Up By
Occup...

The Rich Get Richer and
Live Longer Too

Geneva Takes a Stab at
Improving Swiss
Immigrant I...

A Spatial Demography
Perspective on the
Mess in th...

Where Are the Syrians?

Do Super Bowl Victories
Really Cause Baby
Booms?

New PRB Report on
Aging in America

Why Muslim
Integration Fails in
Christian-Heritage...

Urban Sprawl Limits
Intergenerational
Mobility

Great Interactive Map
of Immigration to
Placesin ...

Older Post Demographics of

"Feeling the Bern" in
Towa

» January (24)
2015 (240)
2014 (285)

2013 (294)
2012 (298)

2011 (310)

vVVvYyVvyVvyYyy

2010 (166)

Subscribe to Weeks Population
Ed Posts

EJ Comments


http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/02/and-then-all-hell-broke-loose.html
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/02/indias-family-planning-is-about-to-get.html
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/feeds/346539826587056474/comments/default
https://www.blogger.com/blog-this.g
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/02/the-water-situation-may-be-even-worse.html
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/02/is-monsanto-really-responsible-for-zika.html
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/02/valentines-day-demographics-matching-up.html
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/02/the-rich-get-richer-and-live-longer-too.html
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/02/geneva-takes-stab-at-improving-swiss.html
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/02/a-spatial-demography-perspective-on.html
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/02/where-are-syrians.html
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/02/do-super-bowl-victories-really-cause.html
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/02/new-prb-report-on-aging-in-america.html
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/02/why-muslim-integration-fails-in.html
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/02/urban-sprawl-limits-intergenerational.html
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/02/great-interactive-map-of-immigration-to.html
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016/02/demographics-of-feeling-bern-in-iowa.html
javascript:void(0)
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2016_01_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2015-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&updated-max=2016-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2014-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&updated-max=2015-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2013-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&updated-max=2014-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2012-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&updated-max=2013-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2011-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&updated-max=2012-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2010-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&updated-max=2011-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&max-results=50
https://www.blogger.com/

