
 

SOCI 312–501 
Population and Society 

Spring 2020 
 

 
ASSIGNMENT 1 

Due by January 30, 2020 (Thursday) at 11:59pm 
Maximum of possible points: 2 

 
Instructor information 

 
Ernesto F. L. Amaral, Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology 
Office location: Academic Building 415 
Phone: (979)845–9706 
Email: amaral@tamu.edu 
Course website: http://www.ernestoamaral.com/soci312-20spring.html 
 

Submission 
 
Assignment should be submitted through Turnitin within eCampus. Turnitin is an online database system 
designed to help instructors detect plagiarism, track citations, facilitate peer reviews, and provide paperless 
grading markup in written assignments. Students should develop this assignment individually. 
 

Purpose 
 
Population is not equally distributed around the world. Spatial distribution of the population has been changing 
over time. This assignment helps you understand how the inhabitants of the world are distributed, as well as 
how most of us have become urban residents rather than rural residents. 
 

Task 
 
1.What are some of the consequences of population distribution? Discuss some of the examples of 
consequences of population distribution that are cited in the Population and Society textbook. 
 
2. Describe some of the main ways that rural areas differ from urban areas around the world and in the U.S. 
 
3. What is meant by the phrase the “center of population”? How do demographers measure the center of 
population? How has the location of the center of the population of the U.S. changed between 1790 and 2010 
time? As of 2010, about where was the center of the U.S. population located? 
 
4. Explain the differences between population explosion and population implosion. Give examples of how these 
two processes are occurring simultaneously. 
 
All questions are worth 0.5 points each. 
 

Format 
 
The document should be on US Letter paper size, one-inch margins, Arial font, size 11, 1.5 line spacing, and a 
maximum of 150 words per question. 
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